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FOREWORD TO THE FOURTH VOLUME
This November (2008) will see the 7th anniversay for the Goulburn Session. The success 
of the sessions during over the years can be measured both by the friendships that have 
been established, and by the achievements that have been made musically. A comment that 
I continually receive from visiting players is that our humble little session ranks among the 
friendliest and most welcoming ones in their experience.
While on the subject of anniversaries, 2008 marks the 270th anniversary of the death of 
Turlough OʼCarolan (1670-1738), blind harper and composer of so many noteworthy     
melodies—a number of which have featured previously in our repertoire of tunes. As a 
tribute to Carolan, his famous so-called ʻConcertoʼ and two other Carolan pieces been 
included in this collection.
Once again, go raibh míle maith agat to the Old Goulburn Breweryʼs Michael OʼHalloran, go raibh míle maith agat to the Old Goulburn Breweryʼs Michael OʼHalloran, go raibh míle maith agat
for his continuing support, and of course for the individual contributions of the Goulburn 
Session players who keep coming back for more!

Peter McLaren
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AIR

last º to Coda (over page)
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Tabhair Dom Do Lámh (Give Me Your Hand) Rory Dall Ó Catháin (arr. Peter McLaren)



Session Tunes IV - 3

AIR (cont.)
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Tabhair dom do Lámh (Give Me Your Hand) Rory Dall Ó Catháin (arr. Peter McLaren)

MARCHES
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Lord Mayo

arr. Peter McLaren

David Murphy (arr. Peter McLaren)

David Murphy was a harpist of reknown, and was a contemporary (and rival) of Turlough OʼCarolan.
© Wooden Horse Publications 2008
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O’Neill’s March

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)
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POLKAS
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Sweeney’s

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Learned from Tom Rummery and Kate Scott (Canberra), who affectionately knew it as “The General Practioner”.

&

#

#

4

2
œ .œ œ

Em

œ
œ

œ

œ

D

œ .œ œ

Em

œ
œ œ œ

Bm

œ
œ

&

#

# .
.

œ .œ œ

Em

œ
œ

.œ
œ

D

œ
œ

œ
œ

Bm

˙

Em

&

#

# .
. œ

œ .œ
œ

Em
œ œ

œ œ

Bm

œ

œ .œ
œ

Em
œ œ

œ œ

Bm

&

#

# .
.

.œ œ œ
œ

G

œ
œ
.œ
œ

D

œ
œ

œ
œ

Bm

˙

Em

© Wooden Horse Publications 2001

Sixteen Come Sunday

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Also known as Pat Horgan s̓ No.2.
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POLKAS
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O! The Britches Full of Stitches

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)
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Bill Sullivan’s Polka

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)
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HORNPIPES
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Title A dditiona l informa tion
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© Wooden Horse Publications 2008
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The Rights Of Man

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Variations:

A section: bars 1 & 5                                     B section: bar 6
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The Rights Of Man

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Variations:

A section: bars 1 & 5                                     B section: bar 6
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An Cófra Donn (The Brown Chest)

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Based on a setting by The Chieftains. According to a comment on ʻThe Session  ̓website a ʻbrown box  ̓is an Irish euphemism 
for a coffin.
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The Star Above the Garter

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Composite of several recorded and published settings.
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O’Keefe’s Slide

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr.Peter McLaren)

Versions of this in A dorian are also quite common.



8 - Session Tunes IV

JIGS

© Wooden Horse Publications 2008

&

#

#

8

6

J

œ œ

œ œ œ
œ
œ

D

œ œ
œ
œ

j

œ

G D

œ
œ
œ œ
œ
œ

G D

œ œ
œ œ
œ œ

G A

&

#

# .
.

œ

œ œ œ
œ
œ

D

œ œ
œ
œ

j

œ

G D

œ
œ
œ œ
œ
œ

G D

œ
œ œ œ

G D

&

#

# .
. J

œ œ
œ
œ œ œ œ

D A
œ
œ œ

œ

J

œ

D
œ
œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

J

œ

A

&

#

# .
.

œ
œ
œ œ œ œ

D A
œ
œ œ

œ

J

œ

D
œ

œ œ œ
œ
œ œ

œ œ œ

G D

© Wooden Horse Publications 2006

Old Joe’s Jig

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)
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The Cook In The Kitchen

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)
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JIGS
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Banish Misfortune

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)
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The Fair-Haired Boy

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Based on a setting by celtic band Iona.

A commonly played variation is to substitute the last 4 bars of the ʻA section  ̓with the last 4 bars of the repeat of the ʻB sectionʼ.
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10 - Session Tunes IV
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Toss the Feathers

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Composite setting derived from several recorded and print sources.
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McMahon’s

arr. Peter McLaren

James McMahon (arr. Peter McLaren)
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Session Tunes IV - 11
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The Scholar

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Based on a setting by Alistair Anderson.
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The Tarbolton

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)
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SLIP JIGS
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Hardiman The Fiddler

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)
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Humours Of Whiskey

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)
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The Kid On The Mountain

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)



Session Tunes IV - 13

WALTZ
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The Waterford Waltz

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

This setting based on several sources, but very similar to a version published in “OʼFarrell s̓ Pocket Companion for the Irish 
or Union Pipes, Vol. IV” C.1810.



TURLOUGH O’CAROLAN  (1670-1738)
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Mrs. Power (‘Carolan’s Concerto’) Turlough O'Carolan (arr. Peter McLaren)

arr. Peter McLaren

14 - Session Tunes IV

© Wooden Horse Publications 2008
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Ode To Whiskey

arr. Peter McLaren

Turlough OʼCarolan (arr. Peter McLaren)

Inspired by a setting by The Chieftains.



Session Tunes IV - 15

TURLOUGH O’CAROLAN  (1670-1738) (cont.)

© Wooden Horse Publications 2008
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Maurice O’Connor (2nd Air)

arr. Peter McLaren

Turlough OʼCarolan (arr. Peter McLaren)

This setting transposed from the key of F, and notated in 3/4 (rather that 6/8) to avoid interpreting the piece as a jig.
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16 - Session Tunes IV

SUPPLEMENTARY

tunes

John of the Glen
Kitty OʼConnor

Kelly of Killann/OʼDonnell Abu/Roddy McCorley
The Gallowglass

The Blarney Pilgrim
John OʼLearyʼs/Maurice Manleyʼs Polka/Gneevguilla Polka

Margaretʼs Waltz
Metsäkukkia
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SLOW AIR

Session Tunes IV - 17
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John of the Glen (Seán Ó Duibhir an Ghleanna)

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

John OʼDwyer of Aherlow, Co. Tipperary, was a soldier who fought against Oliver Cromwell s̓ English forces in the mid-17th 
century. After the defeat he went to Flanders where he fought for the Spanish.
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Kitty O’Connor

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Based on a setting by Altan.

MARCH
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18 - Session Tunes IV

MARCH SET
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Kelly of Killann  

arr. Peter McLaren

&

#

# C

˙
œ œ

D

˙ œ œ

˙
œ
œ ˙ œ œ .˙ œ

A

˙ œ œ ˙
.œ

j

œ

D A

w

D

&

#

#

˙
œ œ
˙ œ œ

˙
œ
œ ˙ œ œ œ

˙ œ

E
œ
œ œ
œ

A
˙ .œ

J

œ

D G
w

D

&

#

#

œ ˙ œ œ
œ ˙

œ ˙
œ œ
œ
œ
œ ˙ œ œ

G

œ
˙
œ

D

˙ .œ

j

œ

E

w

A

&

#

#

˙
œ œ

D

˙ œ œ

˙
œ
œ ˙ œ œ œ

˙ œ

E
œ
œ œ
œ

A
˙ .œ

J

œ

D G
w

D

© Wooden Horse Publications 2000

O’Donnell Abu  

arr. Peter McLaren
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Roddy McCorley  

arr. Peter McLaren

(D)

arr. Peter McLaren



© Wooden Horse Publications 2008

Session Tunes IV - 19

JIG

JIG (in 3 parts)
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The Blarney Pilgrim

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)
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The Gallowglass

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Composite setting derived from a number of recorded and print sources. The variation in the last line of the ʻB-section  ̓is
specific to settings found on recordings by The Chieftains.



© Wooden Horse Publications 2008

20 - Session Tunes IV

BALLYDESMOND POLKAS
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Johnny O’Leary’s (Ballydesmond No. 1)

arr. Peter McLaren

 

The first of the three-polka set played by Denis Murphy and his sister Julia Clifford known as ʻThe Ballydesmond Polkasʼ. Also
known as ʻJohnny OʼLeary s̓  ̓and ʻDonncha Lynch s̓  ̓rather than the more generic title of ʻBallydesmond No. 1ʼ.
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Maurice Manley’s Polka (Ballydesmond No. 2)

arr. Peter McLaren

 

The second of the three-polka set played by Denis Murphy and his sister Julia Clifford known as ʻThe Ballydesmond Polkasʼ. 
Sometimes referred to as ʻMaurice Manley s̓ Polka  ̓instead of the more generic title of ʻBallydesmond No. 2ʼ.
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Session Tunes IV - 21

BALLYDESMOND POLKAS (cont.)
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Gneevguilla Polka (Ballydesmond No. 3)

arr. Peter McLaren

 

The third of the three-polka set played by Denis Murphy and his sister Julia Clifford known as ʻThe Ballydesmond Polkasʼ. 
Sometimes identified as ʻGneeveguilla Polka  ̓and 'Springtime  ̓rather than the more generic title of ʻBallydesmond No. 3ʼ.
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22 - Session Tunes IV

WALTZ (with harmony part)
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Margaret’s Waltz

arr. Peter McLaren

Patrick Shuldham-Shaw (arr. Peter McLaren)



WALTZ FROM FINLAND
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Metsäkukkia Traditional (arr. Peter McLaren)

Session Tunes IV - 23
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